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Welcome to the August 2020 e-Muster. I hope that with the increased time 

spent at home, Helpful hints and Access information about podcasts and 

online exhibitions in this issue will assist you in your research during our 

changed lifestyle. 

Free remote access to Ancestry via Central Coast Library will continue until 

at least 31 August, 2020, when it will be reviewed. You must be a member of 

the Library and access via the member services section of the online 

catalogue. 

We received correspondence from the Librarian of the 4
th
 Aust. Infantry 

Battalion in reference to our recent article, with a few corrections which are 

included in this issue. 

With our State borders currently closed an article referencing the actual 

historical division of our continent seemed appropriate along with stories of 

the exploration of transport routes through the years after colonisation. 

Thank you so much to the contributors who have provided articles in this 

latest issue of the e-Muster for our enjoyment and interest. H.Yates. 

 
 

 
 
 

Welcome readers to the August edition of the e-Muster.  

This edition has intriguing stories which go well with the current lock-down 

requirements due to Covid-19. Also others that will show how members have 

been dealing with COVID-19 and isolation. Perhaps these articles are a 

welcome distraction; you may also like to visit previous e-Muster issues for 

an unread article, all found on our Website. 

 If you still have time on your hands put pen to paper or fingers to the keypad 

and start your story for the next issue in Dec. Remember to keep in contact 

with your family and friends, send them a link to the e-Muster to read. 

 

Happy Reading, 

Paul Schipp 

CCFHS President. 

 

 

EDITORIAL  

PRESIDENTS REPORT ɀ PAUL SCHIPP 



 

 

 
 
 
We wish to extend a very warm welcome to our new and returned 
members. We hope they have many happy researching and social hours 
×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÌÏÄÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ form with 
Bennie Campbell for inclusion on the Website. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2125 Peter FLYNN 

NEW MEMBERS 

LATEST NEWS 



 

 

 

Major family history-related resources in our collections (with research guides) include: 

¶ Australian birth, marriage and death records 

¶ Australian cemetery records 

¶ Australian electoral rolls 

¶ Australian Indigenous family history 

¶ Australian Joint Copying Project (British government records relating to the Australian colonies) 

¶ Australian maps for family historians 

¶ Australian shipping and passenger records 

¶ Biographies 

¶ British and Irish maps for family historians 

¶ Convict records 

¶ Indian emigration passes to Fiji 1879-1919 

¶ Newspapers and Newspaper indexes 

Due to COVID -19 changes at C.C.F.H.S as follows:- 
¶ General Meetings ; Saturdays 1:00 ɀ 3:00 pm. (now bi monthly) 

5th September 2020. 

7th November 2020. 

5th December 2020. (Possible Christmas lunch TBA). * 

 Research Centre closed for Summer Holidays. (Usual Practice) 

Friday, 18th December 2020, last day opened for researchers. 

Tuesday, 19th January 2021, first day opened for researchers. 

https://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/australian-birth-marriage-and-death-records
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/cemetery-records
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/finding-electoral-rolls
https://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/finding-indigenous-family-history
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/australian-joint-copying-project
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/australian-maps-for-family-historians
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/finding-ship-and-passenger-records
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/biography
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/british-and-irish-maps-for-family-historians
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/convicts
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/indian-emigration-passes-to-fiji-1879-1919
http://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/finding-newspapers


 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
A Gold coin donation is gratefully received when attending the 
Research Centre to assist in offsetting the cost of online 
subscription sites.  A Day Research fee for Non-Members  is $10. 
 
All Saturday workshops will incur a fee of $10 for members unless 
otherwise stipulated and must be paid for prior to the day. 
 
OUR MEMBERSHIP FORM is available to download from the website. 
&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÐÁÇÅ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȣÒÅÁÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ Tab under 
Membership on the banner and all will be revealed.   
Remember the website is www.centralcoastfhs.org.au 
 
Please read the two additional questions on your membership form 
regarding the Rotary Raffle to the value of $10.00and/or  a once per year 
donation of $10.00 to the Equipment Maintenance Fund.  
You can choose to collect the Tickets from the Centre or send in a 
stamped addressed envelope and we will post them to you. 
 
 

 
Next Issue 

 
No. 28 December 2020 e-Muster  

Deadline for articles for the August edition of the Muster  
20th October, 2020. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.centralcoastfhs.org.au/


 

 

HELPFUL HINTS  
 
 
 

RESEARCH USING TROVE  
 
This might help people who are searching using Trove. 
I posted an enquiry to Trove about the search facility which returns many more hits 
than necessary. This was the reply, which I thought was most interesting. 

"When searching in Trove, a process known as ófuzzyô searching takes place. This 
works by first checking for an exact match for your search terms. Once all exact 
matches have been found, Trove then óstemsô your search terms to also find near 
matches.  

This is to help find those matches where the process of creating the searchable text 
has slightly misread the text, and these articles would not be returned by your search. 
This does, however, mean that you will sometimes see articles in your search results 
that are unrelated to your search. 

If you wish to only search for the exact search terms that you searched for, add 
ófulltext:ô before your search terms. This will force Trove to only search for the exact 
search terms that you have entered. For example: 
fulltext:" Mrs Mills" 

If you're really sure what you're after, you can further limit your results by adding '~0' 
to your phrase search. This turns off some of the fuzziness by specifying that you 
don't want any extra words within your phrase. For example: 
fulltext:" Mrs Mills"~0 

I certainly wasn't aware of the above. Dasha BRANDT Member 1398 

 

The GOW family gathering which was to be held in October at 

Wilberforce, N.S.W. has been postponed. William Gow, 

transported in 1817, was working as a teacher in Wilberforce 

within about 12 months, subsequently being appointed as the first 

master of the new schoolhouse in 1820. 

His history is to be published this month. 

FROM DISTRESS TO DELIVERANCE  
The Life and Times of William Gow  

Convict, Schoolmaster, Farmer 

by Stephen Gow (2020), ISBN 978-0-646-80379-1, 304 pages, 

$60. 

This limited edition, colour illustrated hardback book will be 

published next month to mark the bicentenary of the Wilberforce 

Schoolhouse, where William Gow (c.1795-1872) was the first 

schoolmaster. Extensively researched, fully referenced and 

indexed, the book provides an account of his life and times, from 

his arrest and trial in London in 1816 to his death at Richmond, NSW, in 1872. The book also includes 

biographical information on his ten children and some of their notable descendants. Essential reading 

for family members, it should also appeal to those with an interest in Hawkesbury and colonial history. 

For further enquiries/orders: 

Email: wptgowdescendants@gmail.com or M/SMS: (+61) 0412 487 492 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Gold Pioneer ï Victoria  

  

 

The following story goes back to my paternal great, great grandfather, Dr. Georg Herrmann 

Bruhn who was born 20 August, 1810, and grew up in a town called Heide, Dithmarschen, 

Schleswig- Holstein in northern Germany.  He was one of five children (one boy and four 

girls) to the local magistrate Johan Georg Bruhn and his wife Catharina Dorathea (nee 

Denker).  

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ муолΩǎ ƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ YƛŜƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƻƴ ну aŀǊŎƘΣ 

1831, in geology, medicine and pharmacy, and was referred to as a Doctor of Philosophy.  

In 1837 he moved to Dresden, Germany where he was Technical Director at a coal test plant 

at Rosswein, Saxony, Germany.  

He set up a school at his residence in Dresden, lecturing in coal mining and wrote a book 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{ǘŜƛƴƪƻƘƭŜƴΩ όtƛǘ /ƻŀƭύΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ !ǊƴƻƭŘǎƘŜ .ƻƻƪ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ IƻǳǎŜΣ [ŜƛǇȊƛƎΣ 

Germany.  A copy is held at the Forestry Academy, Tharant, near Dresden, Germany.  He 

also taught at the Academy educating future farmers, foresters and coalminers to improve 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΦ  Lƴ мупн ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨYǳǊȊƎŜŦŀǎǎǘŜǎ 

Lehrbuch der Chemie in Bezug auf die Landwirtschaft und die in nachster Bezie hung zu 

ŘŜǊǎŜƭōŜƴ ǎǘŜƘŜƴŘŜƴ DŜǊǿŜǊōŜΩΣ ό.ǊƛŜŦ ¢ŜȄǘ .ƻƻƪ ƻƴ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

related Occupations).   

ARTICLES from our  MEMBERS  



 

 

In 1837 he married Clara Linke (born 1820) in Dresden, Germany and had two children, (Carl 

Osca, b1837, and Elise Augusta, b1839) unfortunately Clara died in 1840.  He remarried on 3 

April, 1842, at the Evangelical/Lutheran Reformed Church, Matthaukirche, Dresden, to 

Caroline Amalie Baumgartel (born 29 September, 1824) and had another four children, (un-

named female, d1842, Adelaide Clara, b1843, Caecilie Mathilde, b1844, Hans Adolph, 

b1846, d1847). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

On 18 July, 1847, accompanied by his wife, three daughters and a son, aged 3 to 9 years, 

they travelled from Bremenhaven, Germany, via Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (see painting below) 

ŀƴŘ /ŀǇŜ IƻǊƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǎƘƛǇ ΨIŜǊƳŀƴ ±ƻƴ .ǊŜŎƪŜǊŀǘƘΩΣ όǎŜŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ 

below), a three masted, 530 tonne barque, carrying 25 cabin and 266 steerage passengers 

and crew arriving five months later in Adelaide, South Australia on 15 December, 1847.  

                                       

   Painting by Anton Lowtzow. C1847       Painting by Dr. G. H. Bruhn. C1847     
           ΨIŜǊƳŀƴƴ Ǿƻƴ .ŜŎƪŜǊŀǘƘΩ  Sailing out of Rio de Janerio, Brazil.                                                                                               

  

In April, 1848, he advertised in the South Australian Gazette & Mining Journal offering 

services to search for minerals and ores. He lectured at the Adelaide Mechanics Hall on 

chemistry and geology and sought subscriptions of £р όϷмллл ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅύ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ 

people to finance a geological expedition for coal in a radius of 160 kilometres of Adelaide.  

The search occurred between November 1848 and June 1849, with four men and a horse 

and cart to go north-west to Lake Torrens and beyond.  However, there was no passage 

through the hills so they headed east across the Eastern Range, this nearly cost the party 

their lives due to lack of water and other mishaps.  He collected 373 specimens and the list 

of mineral samples is held in the Mitchell Library, Sydney.  A report of the expedition is 

contained in a four-ǇŀƎŜ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƻǳǘƘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΩ ŘŀǘŜŘ нн !ǳƎǳst, 

1849.  

Dr. Georg and Caroline had two more children, born in North Adelaide, the first born 12 

March, 1848, and died 9 September, 1848, and the second born 28 February, 1850, and died 

21 February, 1851. 



 

 

In 1850 he travelled by ship to Melbourne, Victoria, where he lectured to raise funds for a 

mineralogical research expedition.  A few days after Black Thursday, 6 February, 1851, he set 

out on horseback with a pick and a shovel in search of gold.  He was the first to find payable 

quantities of gold in the Pyrenees, near Clunes, north of Ballarat, Victoria in June, 1851. In a 

letter dated 17 July, 1851, he wrote to the Victorian Lieutenant-Governor Charles La Trobe 

advising him of the gold find and forwarded gold in crystal quartz samples to Melbourne, for 

examination and assay. 

 He was later to be rewarded £рлл όƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ϷмллΣллл ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅύ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Melbourne Gold Reward Committee.  This discovery was to start the gold rush in Victoria 

which went on to produce 60 million troy ounces (1.9 million tonnes) of gold between 1851 

and 1896. 

It was some 100 years later that Dr. Georg Herrmann Bruhn was finally recognised by the 

Victorian Mines Department in a letter (refer to copy below) to the Clunes Town Clerk 

dated 26 May 1950, confirming that the first official gold discovery in Victoria was made in 

Clunes by Dr. Georg Hermann Bruhn in June, 1851. 

 
Letter dated 1950 from the Mines Department, Victoria. 

 It has been recorded that a Mr James W. Esmond was the first to report the discovery of 

gold officially on 1 July, 1851, and was paid a larger reward of £1000 (greater than $200,000 

ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅύΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ hǎƳƻƴŘΣ ŀƴ LǊƛǎƘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜctor, had been 

to the Californian gold fields and was travelling to Australia with Edward Hargreaves,( who 

had also been on the Californian gold fields), as they both had heard of gold finds in 

Australia.   



 

 

Edward Hargreaves went to Bathurst, NSW where he found gold whilst James Esmond went 

to Victoria where, as the story goes, he met up with Dr. Georg Bruhn who told him that if 

he goes to Clunes he will find all the gold he would ever want, which he did.   

 5ǊΦ .ǊǳƘƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ sailed from Adelaide to Melbourne on the 

Ψ/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ WŀƴŜΩ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ мурн ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ƎƻƭŘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

he had set up as a doctor and pharmacist. 

 My great grand-mother Minna (Minnie) Victoria Bruhn was born in 1852 on those gold 

fields and later when all the family shifted to Bundarra, NSW, she was to meet up with and 

marry my great grand-father John Angus MacDonald (b1848) in 1870 at Bundarra, N.S.W.                                                                                                               

Dr. Bruhn was interested in Europeans settled in Australia and how they were coping and 

progressing.  As a result in 1855 he and the family returned to Germany where he lectured 

about Australia and he also travelled to and lectured in England.  

The German Government asked him to write a book on European settlement in the 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ /ƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΦ  ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ όǎŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿύ ΨaƛǘǘƘŜƛƭǳƴƎŜǊ ǳōŜǊ 5ƛŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛǎŎƘŜƴ 

/ƻƭƻƴƛŜƴΩ ŘŀǘŜŘ муррΣ ƛǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛƴ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Public Library of Victoria.  In 2002, this 48 page booklet was translated by Marta and Ralph 

.ƛǊǊŜƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ hƭŘ DƻǘƘƛŎκDŜǊƳŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 

/ƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΩΦ   

   

                         

 



 

 

After returning to Australia in 1857, the family is listed as one of the first settlers in 

Cundletown in the Manning District, NSW where he owned property and set up a practise 

as the local doctor/surgeon and is where two of their children were born. (Flora Ann, 

b1857, Albert, b1859, d1859).  

The family later moved and lived around the region where he owned property in Wingham, 

(where a child was born, Ellen Emma, b1860), Bundarra, (where their last child Harriett 

Augusta was born in 1863), Dundee, and the Maclean district, NSW where he practiced 

medicine and has been described as the first physician and surgeon in the Northern 

Districts of New South Wales.  

Dr Bruhn was also a keen artist and did over fourteen known sketches and water colour 

paintings of streets and landscapes of areas where he lived at or travelled to.  Four of his 

interesting paintings (see below) are of Cundletown, Tinonee, in the Manning District, NSW 

and two of Bundarra in the New England District, NSW. 

              
Just arrived at Cundletown. C1857         Tinonee. C1870              

 

                                                                                                                             
Clerkness Station, Bundarra, C1863                                      Bundarra Township, C1863                                                                                       

AcknowledgementΥ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ .ǊǳƘƴΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘ 

Macquarie Museum collection and can be viewed on their web site. (pmmuseum@bigpond.com). The 

Museum has given permission to reproduce the digitised images of his paintings in the CCFHS, E-MUSTER. 

mailto:pmmuseum@bigpond.com

